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Thanks	to	funding	from	President	Ferguson,	this	past	summer	Fogler	Library	was	 able	 to	 renovate	 the	 first	 floor	 Information	Commons	
area	with	the	addition	of	shared	collaborative	space.	A	new	classroom	
was	 built,	 which	 is	 shared	 by	 the	 Fogler	 Library	 and	 the	 Center	 for	
Excellence	in	Teaching	and	Assessment	(to	provide	support	for	faculty	
and	teaching	staff).
In	addition,	 two	other	 rooms	were	constructed;	 each	of	 these	 rooms	
is	shared	between	an	academic	support	program,	and	students	for	group	
study	work.	For	 the	past	 few	years,	 the	 library	had	been	sharing	 space	
within	the	Reference	department	with	the	Tutor	Program	and	the	Writing	
Center.	We	were	only	able	 to	offer	 the	use	of	 this	space	 for	 three	hours	
in	 the	 evenings,	 with	 the	 two	 programs	 splitting	 that	 time.	 Now	 each	
program	has	use	of	a	brand	new	space,	allowing	them	to	increase	the	time	
they	can	provide	services	in	the	library.
In	 the	2013	 fall	 semester,	 the	Writing	Center	provided	10.5	hours	of	
tutoring	 in	 their	 new	 space,	 and	 the	Tutor	Program	provided	 43	hours	
of	drop-in	 tutoring,	 covering	 21	 courses,	 and	 study	 skills.	As	we	begin	
the	 spring	 semester,	 the	
Writing	Center	is	staffing	
10	 hours	 in	 the	 library,	





When	 not	 in	 use	 by	
the	 Tutor	 Program	 and	
Writing	 Center,	 study	
rooms	 can	 be	 reserved	
by	 groups	 of	 three	 to	
eight	University	of	Maine	
students	 for	 academic	







Study	 rooms	 are	 equipped	 with	 four	 small	 tables	 which	 provide	
modular	 seating	 configurations;	 a	 white	 board;	 and	 a	 large	 flat	 panel	





New Collaborative Spaces Open at Fogler
Waiting for the trolley on College Ave. From our exhibit 
Campus Views, 1923 - 1936. See p. 6.
by Nancy Lewis and Jerry Lund
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Winter view of the campus in 1936. Buildings include Balentine Hall (1916), Carnegie Hall (1906), Merrill Hall (1931), and Colvin Hall (1930). 
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Digital Commons: 10,000 and Counting
Closing	in	on	adding	the	10,000th	document	to	the	DigitalCommons@UMaine,	provides	an	opportunity	
to	reflect	on	the	content	growth	and	collection	diversity	
while	 looking	 to	 a	 number	 of	 new	 projects	 on	 the	
horizon	for	the	University’s		institutional	repository.				
We	 have	 several	 journals	 that	 publish	 online	
including	 Maine Policy Review,	 Journal of Spatial 
Information Science,	 the	 online	 literary	 journal	 The 
Catch	and	our	own	Friends	of	Fogler	Library	Olive Tree.	
These	publications	started	by	adding	current	content	then	
worked	 backwards	 through	 time	 to	 bring	 full	 archives	
under	the		Journals	and	Peer-Reviewed	Series,
<http://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/peer_review_list.html>.
The	 Maine	 Folklife	 Center	 created	 an	 innovative	








<http://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/molas/>.          	
by Sharon Quinn Fitzgerald
A	second	volume	of	these	colorful	and	complex	
panels	will	be	underway	shortly.		
Several	 extensive	 collections	 of	 photographs	 for	
fields	 as	 diverse	 as	 standard	 bred	 horseracing	 and	














databases	 to	 bring	 them	 all	 together	 under	 the	
Digital	Commons.	We	recently	completed	moving	





The	 Honors	 College	 and	 Agricultural	 Experiment	
Station	 continue	 to	 expand	 their	 repositories	 with	 new	
content	 for	 2013	 and	 in	 the	 case	 of	 AES,	 continue	 to	
augment	 their	 archives.	 Fogler	 staff	 members	 steadily	
build	 local	 government	 holdings	 for	 the	 Maine	 Town	
Documents	series,	which	not	only	includes	town	reports	




We	 introduced	 a	 couple	 of	 new	 features	 to	
the	 site	 including	 links	 to	 our	 Digital	 Commons	
partners	 in	 the	 state	 which	 include	 the	 Maine	
State	 Library,	 Bangor	 Public	 Library	 and	multiple	
public	 and	 private	 academic	 libraries	 looking	 to	
showcase	and	archive	their	diverse	collections.	Our	
home	 page	 features	 a	 “discipline	 wheel,”	 a	 visual	
means	of	browsing	locally	through	all	of	our	series	
topics	 and	 linking	outward	 to	 other	 institutions	 in	
a	 broader	 circle	 with	 content	 in	 a	 given	 field.	We	
also	 introduced	 Altmetrics,	 a	 usage	 data	 tool	 that	




Pete Seeger at the University of Maine, October 1968.
From the Maine Foklife Center Archives.
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Much	of	the	documentation	that	serves	as	the	basis	for	women’s	 history,	 especially	 before	 the	 twentieth	
century,	 comes	 from	 impersonal	 government	 records	or	
personal	 records	 kept	 by	 men.	 Although	 much	 can	 be	
learned	about	the	lives	of	women	from	these	sources,	it	is	
very	difficult	to	extract	from	them	what	women	thought	
and	 said	 about	 their	 own	 lives	 and	 about	 the	world	 in	
which	 they	 lived.	Diaries	written	by	women	provide	an	
important	 counterweight	 to	 these	 sources,	 since	 they	





half	 of	 the	 nineteenth	 century,	 diary	 writing	 became	
common	 for	 women—and	 fashionable	 for	 those	 in	 the	
middle-class—even	in	rural	areas.	Such	composition	was	
easier	 than	 in	 previous	 eras:	 pre-printed	 bound	 diaries	
were	 available	 in	 various	 sizes	 and	 formats;	 steel	 pens	
and	fountain	pens	obviated	the	skill	and	effort	previously	
needed	 for	 using	 quills	 and	 ink	 pots;	 and	 ink	 could	 be	
purchased	 in	 bottles	 rather	 than	 being	 made	 from	 ink	
powder	or	using	home	recipes.	Not	only	was	paper	and	
ink	more	affordable	and	accessible,	diary	writing	became	




example,	 advice	 literature	 in	which	 diary-writing	was	










diaries	 of	 women	 from	 all	 strata	 of	 society	 from	 this	
period.	Even	 the	 smallest	diary	can	provide	a	glimpse	
into	the	lives	of	the	diarist	and	those	around	her.					
		 	One	example	of	 this	phenomenon	is	 the	diary	
of	 Jane	 Monroe.	 The	 wife	 of	 Josiah	 Monroe,	 a	
farmer	and	lumber	dealer	in	Waterford,	Maine,	Jane	
kept	 a	 diary	 for	 just	 a	 few	 months	 in	 1847.	 From	
government	records,	we	know	that	she	was	born	in	
1813,	 to	 William	 and	 Elizabeth	 Sawin.	 Her	 father	
engaged	 in	 farming,	 and	 ran	 a	 stage-coach	 service	
between	Waterford	and	Portland.	By	1830,	her	father	
had	 a	 second	 residence	 in	 Freeport,	 where	 Jane	





In Their Own Words:
Reading Women’s Lives in Nineteenth Century Diaries
by Richard Hollinger
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	 Jane	Monroe’s	 diary	was	written	 on	 pieces	 of	 paper	
folded	and	sewn	together	with	ribbon	to	form	a	small	book,	
a	 common	 practice	 in	 the	 years	 before	mass	 production	
of		blank	books	and	pre-printed	diaries.	This	format,	along	
with	the	date	on	which	she	began	the	diary,	gives	added	


















a	 letter	 from	 Freeport,	 she	 writes,	 “I	 hail	 with	 pleasure	




	 	 	 	 	As	 in	 the	 case	 of	 typical	 farmers’	 diaries	 of	 this	
period,	 in	 her	 diary	 Jane	 Monroe	 records	 the	 weather,	
which	was	critical	to	farming,	as	well	as	visits	from	friends	
and	 neighbors,	 trips	 to	 town,	 and	 letters	 received,	 all	 of	
which	were	significant	given	the	relative	isolation	of	rural	
life.	Her	social	life	appears	to	have	been	largely	limited	to	
contacts	 with	 relatives	 and	members	 of	 her	 church.	 She	
mentions	a	letter	from	“Sister	Stafgood,”	contact	with	“Bro.	
Colby,”	and	multiple	visits	with	“Bro.	Carleton”	and	his	



























for	 	him	 to	 think	 that	 she	was	“in	good	spirits”	and	 that	
“everything	went	well,”	since	he	had	“enough	 to	occupy	
his	mind…”
	 	 	 	 	 A	 number	 of	 Jane’s	 entries	 include	 musings	 or	
records	 of	 conversations	 about	 religion.	 She	 wonders	
















confidante	 and	 her	 companion	when	 she	was	 alone.	 No	
further	writing	 of	 hers	 has	 come	 to	 light	 and	we	do	 not	
know	if	the	circumstances	that	had	stimulated	the	writing	
changed	or	if	other	writings	were	lost	with	the	passage	of	
time.	 In	 either	 case,	 this	 brief	 diary	 provides	 a	 valuable	
record	 of	 Jane	 Monroe’s	 life	 and	 inner	 thoughts	 that	 is	
not	available	in	other	sources.	
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Membership Offer for Faculty
The loyalty, devotion, and generosity of University alumni, faculty, students, and friends made possible the 













Campus Views, 1923 - 1936
The	second	exhibit	in	a	series	illustrating	the	evolution	of	the	University	of	Maine	is	currently	on	display	in	the	Oakes	





By 1895, electricity was contributing to significant changes at UMaine. First, it powered an open-air trolley service which made “. . . Bangor, 
Old Town and the village of Orono more largely available as places of residence for students.” In this photo, trolley rails are visible near the feet of 
two students awaiting their stop. Second, electricity, generated from the college plant, provided lighting to the campus and most of its buildings.
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are	 of	 conservation	 concern,	 yet	 sedges	 are	 ubiquitous	 in	
many	habitats	across	the	landscape...	Sedges of Maine	 is	a	
fully-illustrated	guide	to	all	species,	subspecies,	and	extant	
hybrids	in	the	Cyperaceae	family	that	occur	in	Maine.	





On	 Thursday,	 October	 10th,	 John	 and	 Marisue	 Pickering	
visited	our	Special	Collections	department	to	talk	about	their	
book,	Maine - Beyond the Usual.	Written	by	the	couple	with	
photographs	by	John	Pickering,	Maine - Beyond the Usual is	
for	people	who	enjoy	learning	about	Maine’s	lesser-known	
places	and	their	accompanying	stories.	Essays,	photographs,	
and	resources	 take	 travelers	 to	50	of	Maine’s	“beyond	 the	
usual”	 parks,	 monuments,	 churches,	 bridges,	 sculptures,	





on	 November	 21st	 to	 talk	 about	 his	 new	 book,	 Sturge: 
a Memoir.	 Sturgis	 Haskins,	 who	 died	 on	 September	 29,	
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FOGLER	LIBRARY	NEEDS	YOU!
By becoming a Fogler Library Friend, 
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